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Foreword
This is the first ot a series of bulletins based on the 1960 Decennial
Census to be published by the Department of Rural Sociology. These
reports are being prepared to serve the primary purpose of providing
a readily accessible source of information on the characteristics of the
people of Louisiana. A second objective is to point out population trends
which have significance for future planning and development within the
state.
The present report presents basic general information on the num-
ber, distribution, and composition of the population. It will be followed
by a detailed study of the differentials between people living in rural
areas and the inhabitants of towns and cities. A third publication is
planned as a source book for detailed information on all possible aspects
of the 1960 population of the state.
All data in this bulletin are from the various census publications of
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Part I: Number^ Distribution^ and
Composition of the Population^ 1960
Alvin L. Bertrand
The greatest resource of any state is its people. This report presents
in summary fashion the findings of the Eighteenth Decennial Census
relating to the general population characteristics of Louisiana. In study-
ing this report, the reader should keep in mind that population change
is a human process and that population statistics are simply summaries
of social behavior. In other words, people had to enlarge their families,
move from farms to cities, migrate into or out of state, etc. for changes
to be recorded. Thus population data are basic to many types of action-
planning at the local, state, and national levels. These statistics have
further sociological relevance in that they add to the store of knowledge
concerning human behavior patterns and are useful in arriving at predic-
tions for the future.
Number of Inhabitants and Population Growth
According to the final counts of the 1960 Decennial Census some
3,257,022 persons were living in Louisiana in April of that year. With
this number of people, Louisiana ranked 20th in size among the 50
states in the nation.
In the United States as a whole, the 1960 Census reported a popula-
tion of approximately 180 million. Population growth was greater in
both Louisiana and the nation from 1950 to 1960 than for any other
decade in their history. In a 10-year period some 28 million persons were
added to the United States population and about 573,000 were added
to the state's population. The average annual population growth in the
United States and Louisiana in the past 10 years was about 3 million
and 57,000 inhabitants a year, respectively. It is hard to realize that at
current rates of growth a new person is added to the population of the
nation about every IOV2 seconds and the state gains almost 7 people an
hour.
In the decade 1950-1960, only 16 of the 50 states grew faster than
Louisiana. Texas and Florida were the only two southern states to in-
crease their population at a more rapid rate. Texas population increased
by 24.2 per cent, while Florida's population jumped a stunning 78.7 per
cent. Louisiana showed a gain of 21.4 per cent in its population, and
grew somewhat faster than the nation as a whole. According to the 1960
Census, the United States population was 18.5 per cent larger than in
1950. Figure 1 shows the percentage change in population of the various,
states from 1950 to 1960.
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FIGURE 1
The population growth of Louisiana through the years is shown ii
Table 1. Data in this table indicate that the state has experienced j
continuous if somewhat erratic increase in population since 1810. Sig
nificantly, the percentage increase in the state's population was highei
from 1950 to 1960 than for any decade since the turn of the century.
It is interesting to compare the population of Louisiana with tha
of its immediate neighbors. Mississippi Census counts show that state
had slightly less than two and one-fifth million people in 1960. It wa;
roughly two-thirds the population size of Louisiana. Furthermore, Miss
issippi had a net loss of 773 persons from 1950 to 1960. The Arkansai
Census counted just under two million inhabitants in 1960. That state'i
population decreased by well over 100,000 in the 1950-60 decade. Texas
Louisiana's giant neighbor to the west, included 9.5 million person;
within its borders in 1960. This means there are almost three Texan;
for every Louisianian. Texas gained almost as many people in 10 year;
as are contained in the whole state of Arkansas.
Within Louisiana, the recent growth of population has taken plac(
principally in the southern parishes. (See Figure 2 and Table 2.) Nc
parish south of Rapides Parish had a loss in people from 1950 to 1960
whereas all parishes in the northern part of the state, not including i
city or near a major city, suffered decreases in population. Concordic
Parish might be considered an exception, but its population increase
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TABLE 1.—Louisiana Population Growth, by Residence, 1810-1960
The State Urban Rural
Year Per cent
Total increase Per cent Per cent
population over previous Population of total Population of total
census population population
1960 3,257,022 21.4 1,831,812 56.2 1,425,210 43.8
1950 2,683,516 13.5 1,379,998* 51.4* 1,303,518* 48.6*
1940 2,363,880 12.5 980,439 41.5 1,383,441 58.5
1930 2,101,593 16.9 833,532 39.7 1,268,061 60.3
1920 1,798,509 8.6 628,163 34.9 1,170,346 65.1
1910 1,656,388 19.9 496,516 30.0 1,159,872 70.0
1900 1,381,625 23.5 366,288 26.5 1,015,337 73.5
1890 1,118,588 19.0 283,845 25.4 834,743 74.6
1880 939,946 29.3 239,390 25.5 700,556 74.5
1870 726,915 2.7 202,523 27.9 524,392 72.1
1860 708,002 36.7 185,026 26.1 522,976 73.9
1850 517,762 46.9 134,470 26.0 383,292 74.0
1840 352,411 63.4 105,400 29.9 247,011 70.1
1830 215,739 40.6 46,082 21.4 169,657 78.6
1820 153,407 100.4 27,176 17.7 126,231 82.3
1810 76,556 17,242 22.5 59,314 77.5
Revised since publication of 1950 reports.
can be explained in terms o£ an overflow from Natchez, Mississippi.
The fastest growing parish in the state was St. Bernard, which almost
tripled its population in 10 years. Jefferson Parish doubled in size and
Calcasieu jumped 62 per cent. St. Charles and Plaquemines parishes fol-
lowed, with their population increasing by approximately three-fifths.
In terms of numerical increase, the leading parish was Jefferson, which
increased by more than 100,000 persons. The next four highest parishes
in absolute population gains were: East Baton Rouge, which added 71,-
822 persons; Orleans, with a rise in population of 57,080; Calcasieu, with
an addition of 55,841 people; and Caddo, with an increase of 47,312
inhabitants.
It is worthy of note that 19 parishes of the state experienced a de-
crease in inhabitants between 1950 and 1960. (See Figure 2.) Percentage-
wise, the greatest losers were: Claiborne, 23 per cent; West Carroll, 18
per cent; Red River, 18 per cent; Bienville, 12 per cent; and Caldwell,.
12 per cent. Claiborne Parish had 5,656 fewer people in 1960 than in
1950. Based on absolute losses of population, the next four parishes
were: West Carroll, 3,071; Richland, 2,848; Franklin, 2,688; and Bien-
ville, 2,379.
Here, it is interesting to observe that two-thirds of the 64 parishes in
the state had a net out-migration, that is, more people left than moved
into the parish. However, high birth rates enabled all but 19 of these
parishes to show population gains.
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FIGURE 2
T \BLE 2.—Louisiana Population Growth, by Parishes, 1950-60
Parish 1960 1950 Per cent
population population increase or
decrease 1950-19(50
Louisiana 3,257,022 2,683,516 21.4
Acadia 49,931 47,050 6.1
Allen 19,867 18,835 5.5
Ascension 27,927 22,387 24.7
Assumption 17,991 17,278 4.1
Avoyelles 37,606 38,031 — 1.1
Beauregard 19,191 17,766 8.0
Bienville 16,726 19,105 -12.5
Bossier 57,622 40,139 43.6
Caddo 223,859 176,547 26.8
Calcasieu 145,475 89,635 62.3
Caldwell 9,004 10,293 -12.5
Cameron 6,909 6,244 10.7
Catahoula 11,421 11,834 -3.5
Claiborne 19,407 25,063 -22.6




Parish 1960 1950 Per cent
Population Population increase or
decrease 1950-1960
De Soto 24,248 24,398 —06
East Baton Rouge 230,058 158,236 45.4
East Carroll 14,433 16,302 -11.5
East Feliciana 20,198 19,133 5.6
Evangeline^ 31,639 31,629
Franklin 26,088 29,376 — 11.2
Grant 13,330 14,263 —6.5
Iberia 51,657 40,059 29.0
Iberville 29,939 26,750 11.9
Jackson 15,828 15,434 2.6
Jefferson 208,769 103,873 101.0
Jefferson Davis 29.825 26,298 13.4
Lafayette 84,656 57,743 46.6
Lafourche 55,381 42,209 31.2
LaSalle 13,011 12,717 2.3
Lincoln 28,535 25,782 10.7
Livingston 26,974 20,054 34.5
Madison 16,444 17,451 —5.8
Morehouse 33,709 32,038 5.2
Natchitoches 35,653 38,144 —6.5
Orleans 627,525 570,445 10.0
Ouachita 101,663 74,713 S6.1
Plaquemines 22,545 14,239 58.3
Pointe Coupee 22,488 21,841 30
Rapides^ 111,351 90,648 22.8
Red River 9,978 12,113 -17.6
Richland 23,824 26,672 — 10.7
Sabine 18,564 20,880 — 11.1
St. Bernard 32,186 11,087 190.3
St. Charles 21,219 13,363 58.8
St. Helena 9,162 9,013 1.7
St. James 18,369 15,334 19.8
St. Tohn the Baptist 18,439 14,861 24.1
St. Landry 81,493 78,476 3.8
St. Martin 29,063 26,353 10.3
St. Mary 48,833 35,848 36.2
St. Tammany 38,643 26,988 43.2
Tangipahoa 59,434 53,218 11.7
Tensas 11,796 13,209 — 10.7
Terrebonne 60,771 43,328 40.3
Union 17,624 19,141 —7.9
Vermilion 38,855 36,929 5.2
Vernon 18,301 18,974 -3.5
Washington 44,015 38,371 14.7
Webster 39,701 35,704 11.2
West Baton Rouge 14,796 11,738 26.1
West Carroll 14,177 17,248 — 17.8
West Feliciana 12,395 10,169 21.9
Winn 16,034 16,119 -0.5
^Boundary changes between Evangeline and Rapides since 1950.
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Distribution of the Population
The distribution of the population of Louisiana is shown in Figure
3. It can readily be seen that the majority of the inhabitants are located
in the larger cities. In fact, about one-third of the people of the state
live in the five largest cities. The 1960 Census disclosed that New Or-
leans had 627,525 people, Shreveport 164,372, Baton Rouge 152,219, Lake
Charles 63,392, and Monroe 52,215. In actuality, each of the major cities
included a sizeable population outside its corporate limits, which for
all practical purposes made up part of the city. (See Table 3 for data
on the size of cities and of the population in urbanized areas around
the larger cities.)
A glance at Figure 3 indicates that the majority of the people of the
state live in southern Louisiana. As a matter of fact, approximately two-
thirds of the population is found in the area from Alexandria south.
Outside of New Orleans the largest concentrations of people are in
the Baton Rouge and the Lafayette-Opelousas population complex.
The five largest parishes in terms of numbers of people were: Or-
TABLE 3.—Population Growth of Incorporated Places of 10,000 or More
and Urbanized Areas in Louisiana, 1950-1960
Increase over
Towns, cities and 1960 1950 previous
Number
census
urbanized areas population population
Per cent
Abbeville 9,338 1,076 11.5
Alexandria 34,913 5,366 15.4
Bastrop 10,193 12,769 2,424 19.0
Baton Rouge 1 t-Q Aid 125,629 26,790 21.3
Outside central city / / ,Doy 32,607 45,032 138.1
Total urban area 4o0,058 158,236 71,822 45.4
Bogalusa O 1 /( 0341,443 17,798 3,625 20.4
Bossier City QO lie61,1 lb 15,470 17,306 111.9
Crowley 12,784 2,833 22.2
Eunice 1 1,340 8,184 3,142 38.4
Gretna 4 1 ,9o / 13,813 8,154 59.0
Hammond lU,jo3 8,010 2,553 31.9
Houma oo pre 144,t)Ol 11,505 11,056 96.1
Jennings 1 1,00/ 9,663 2,224 23.0
Kenner 1 1 C\%11 1 ,\JO 1 5,535 11,502 207.8
Lafayette A(\ A(\(\ 33,541 6,859 20.4
Lake Charles act oQf)03,3y4 41,272 22,120 53.6
Outside central city o4,Uf53 48,368 33,720 69.7
Total urban area 1 /< K AlK 89,635 55,840 62.3
Minden 14, /OC) 9,787 2,998 30.6
Monroe K9 0 1 Q04,4 ly 38,572 13,647 35.4
Outside central city Ad AAA 36,141 13,303 36.8
Total urban area l\J L ,000 74,713 26,950 36.1
Morgan City 13,0'±U 9,759 3,781 38.7
Natchitoches i3,y4'± 9,914 4,010 40.4
New Iberia 9Q nfiO4y,U04 16,467 12,595 76.5
New Orleans 047,045 570,445 57,080 10.0
Outside central city 44u,yoo 114,960 125,995 109.6
Total urban area 868,480 685,405 183,075 26.7
Opelousas 17,417 11,659 5,758 49.4
Ruston 13,991 10,372 3,619 34.9
Shreveport 164,372 127,206 37,166 29.2
Outside central city 117,109 89,480 27,629 30.9
Total urban area 281,481 216,686 64,795 29.9
Sulphur 11,429 5,996 5,433 90.6
Thibodaux 13,403 7,730 5,673 73.4
West Monroe 15,215 10,302 4,913 47.7
leans, 627,525; East Baton Rouge, 230,058; Caddo, 223,859; Jefferson,.
208,769; and Calcasieu, 145,476. Of the ten largest parishes in the state
only two were located in North Louisiana. At the other extreme, only
three of the ten smallest parishes, population-wise, were in South Louisi-
ana. The five smallest parishes were: Cameron, 6,909; Caldwell, 9,004;
St. Helena, 9,162; Red River, 9,978; and Catahoula, 11,421.
From the above, it is clear that the redistribution of the population
of the state during recent years is closely related to the urban-industrial
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revolution being experienced. This is dramatically portrayed by the
fact that in 1960 one-half of all the people of Louisiana resided in the
seven urban-industrial parishes of Caddo, Calcasieu, East Baton Rouge,
Jefferson, Orleans, Ouachita, and Rapides.
Composition of the Population
The make-up or composition of a state's population tells much
about its potentials and problems. Data from the 1960 Census relating
to selected major characteristics are presented in succeeding paragraphs.
Among the topics discussed are differentials in sex, race, residence, and
age.
Sex Composition
Between 1950 and 1960 the sex ratio (number of males per 100
females) in Louisiana declined from 96.7 to 95.6. This means that in
ten years there was a decrease of 1.1 males for every 100 females in the
state. The same pattern held true for the United States as a whole, with
the sex ratio dropping from 98.6 to 97.1. There are now something like
75,000 more females than males in the state and 3,000,000 more women
than men in the nation. The total number of males counted in the state
in 1960 was 1,592,254 as compared with 1,664,768 females. In both Louisi-
ana and the nation, women out-numbered men for the first time in 1950.
Although all factors relating to the changing sex-ratios in the state and
nation are not known, the change is associated principally with differen-
tial mortality. Women apparently enjoy lower mortality rates at all
ages than do men.
TABLE 4.—Population Distribution According to Sex, Louisiana, by Parishes, 1960
Parish Male Female Sex
Number Per cent Number Per cent ratio
Louisiana 1,592,254 48.9 1,664,768 51.1 95.6
Acadia 24,595 49.25 25,336 50.74 97.1
Allen 9.S52 49.58 10,015 50 59 98.0
Ascension 13,846 49.57 14,081 50.42 98.3
Assumption 8,945 49.72 9,046 50.28 98.9
Avoyelles 18,600 49.46 19,006 50.53 97.9
Beauregard 9,669 50.38 9,522 49.61 101.5
Bienville 8,300 49.26 8,426 50.37 98.5
Bossier 29,186 50.65 28,436 49.34 102.6
Caddo 106,233 47.45 117,626 53.54 90.3
Calcasieu 72,881 50.09 72,594 49.90 100.4
Caldwell 4,461 49.54 4,543 50.45 98.2
Cameron 3,562 51.55 3,347 48.44 106.4
Catahoula 5,635 56.35 5,786 50.66 97.4




Parish Male Female Sex
ratioNumber Per cent Number Per cent
Concordia 10,015 48.91 10,452 51.04 95.8
De Soto 11,623 47.93 12,625 52.06 92.1
E. Baton Rouge 112,266 48.79 117,792 51.20 95.3
East Carroll 6,961 48.22 7,472 51.77 93.2
East Feliciana 10,090 49.95 10,108 50.04 99.8
Evangeline 15,759 49.80 15,880 50.19 99.2
Franklin 12,910 49.48 13,178 50.51 98.0
Grant 6,616 49.63 6,714 50.36 98.5
Iberia 25,625 49.60 26,032 50.39 98.4
Iberville 14,785 49.38 15,154 50.61 97.6
Jackson 7,778 49.14 8,050 50.85 96.6
Jefferson 103,519 49.58 105,250 50,41 98.3
Jefferson Davis 14,763 49.49 15,062 50.50 98.0
Lafayette 41,750 49.31 42,906 50.68 97.3
Lafourche 27,669 49.96 27,712 50.03 99.8
LaSalle 6,469 49.71 6,542 50.28 98.9
Lincoln 13,978 48.98 14,557 51.01 96.0
Livingston 13,606 50.44 13,368 49.55 101.8
Madison 7,970 48.46 8,474 51.53 94.0
Morehouse 16,267 48.25 17,442 51.74 93.3
Natchitoches 17,451 48.94 18,202 51.05 95.9
Orleans 297,530 47.41 329,995 52.58 90.2
Ouachita 49,087 48.28 52,576 51.71 93.4
Plaquemines 11,561 51.27 10,984 48.72 105.2
Pointe Coupee 11,079 49.26 11,409 50.73 97.1
Rapides 54,350 48.80 57,001 51.19 95.3
Red River 4,830 48.40 5,148 51.59 93.8
Richland 11,704 49.12 12,120 50.87 91.6
Sabine 9,177 49.43 9,387 50.56 97.8
St. Bernard 16,051 49.89 16,135 50.15 99.5
St. Charles 10,596 49.93 10,623 50.06 99.7
St. Helena 4,562 49.79 4,600 50.20 99.2
St. James 8,976 48.86 . 9,393 51.13 95.6
St. John the Baptist 9,233 50.07 9,206 49.92 100.3
St. Landry 39,895 48.95 41,598 51.04 95.9'
St. Martin 14,333 49.31 14,730 50.68 97.3
St. Mary 24,262 49.68 24,571 50.31 98.7
St, Tammany 19,121 49.48 19,522 50.51 97.9
Tangipahoa 29,379 49.43 30,055 50.56 97.7
Tensas 5.609 47.55 6,187 52.44 90.6
Terrebonne 30,475 50.14 30,296 49.85 100.7
Union 8,675 49.22 8,949 50.77 96.9
Vermilion 19,126 49.22 19,729 50.77 96.9"
Vernon 9,019 49.28 9.282 50.71 97.2
Washington 21,448 48.81 22,567 51.27 95.0
Webster 19,368 48.78 20,333 51.21 95.2
W. Baton Rouge 7,193 48.61 7,603 51.38 94.6
West Carroll 6,979 49.22 7,198 50.77 96.9'
West Feliciana 7,724 62.31 4,671 37.68 165.4
Winn 7,968 49.69 8,066 50.30 98.8-
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Table 4 includes the number of each sex group in each parish. These
tabulations show that the urban parishes have the highest percentages of
females in their population. This is a traditional pattern, brought about
by the selective migration of females from rural areas.
It is of interest to note that the non-white sex ratio (92.4) is lower
than that of the whites (97.2) in the state. Apparently the shortage of
Negro men is related to their tendency to migrate from the state in larger
relative numbers than Negro women. Negro men also die at an earlier age
than Negro women. The low Negro sex-ratio helps explain why the
sex-ratio of the state is lower than that for the nation.
Color Composition
The color or racial composition of the population of the state is
somewhat unique in the United States. Approximately 32 per cent of
the state's population was classified as non-white in 1960, a drop of
one percentage point from 1950. Altogether there were 1,045,307 non-
whites, including 1,039,207 Negroes and 6,100 members of other races.
Of the latter, 3,587 were Indian, 519 were Japanese, 731 were Chinese,
754 were Filipino, and 509 were Koreans, Asian Indians, or Malayans.
Only two states, Mississippi (42.3) and South Carolina (34.9) , had
a higher percentage of non-whites in their population in 1960 than Lou-
isiana. Only six states recorded more than a million Negroes, and Lou-
isiana was one of them. The year 1960 was the first census year in which
more than a million non-whites were counted in the state.
Table 5 and Figure 4 show the distribution of non-whites in the
state. Study of this chart and table shows that non-whites are heavily
concentrated in the Mississippi and Red River Delta areas of Louisiana.
TABLE 5.-Population Distribution According to Race, Louisiana, by Parishes, 1960
Parish White Non-white
Number Per cent Number Per cent
Louisiana 2,211,715 67.9 1,045,307 32.1
Acadia 40,104 80.3 9,827 19.7
Allen 14,934 75.2 4,933 24.8
Ascension 19,013 68.1 8,914 31.9
Assumption 10,573 58.8 7,418 41.2
Avoyelles 27,134 72.2 10,472 27.8
Beauregard 14,886 77.6 4,305 22.4
Bienville 8,470 50.6 8,256 49.4
Bossier 43,276 75.1 14,346 24.9
Caddo 142,203 63.5 81,656 36.5
Calcasieu 115,100 79.1 30,375 20.9
Caldwell 6,499 72.2 2,505 27.8
Cameron 6,470 93.6 439 6.4
Catahoula 7,405 64.8 4,016 35.2





Number Per cent Number Per cent
Concordia 10,993 53.7 9,474 46.3
De Soto 10,294 42.5 13,954 57.5
E. Baton Rouge 156,895 68.2 73,163 31.8
East Carroll 5,602 38.8 8,831 61.2
East Feliciana 9,284 46.0 10,914 54.0
Evangeline 23,158 73.2 8,481 26.8
Franklin 15,497 59.4 10,591 40.6
Grant 10,106 75.8 3,224 24.2
Iberia 36,843 71.3 14,814 28.7
Iberville 15,272 51.0 14,667 49.0
Jackson 10,696 67.6 5,132 32.4
Jefferson 176,845 84.7 31,924 15.3
Jefferson Davis 23,491 78.8 6,334 21.2
Lafayette 64,323 76.0 20,333 24.0
Lafourche 48,619 87.8 6,762 12.2
LaSalle 11,355 87.3 1,656 12.7
Lincoln 16,594 58.2 11,941 41.8
Livingston 22,921 85.0 4,053 15.0
Madison 5,767 35.1 10,677 64.9
Morehouse 17,911 53.1 15,798 46.9
Natchitoches 20,082 56.3 15,571 43.7
Orleans 392,594 62.6 234,931 37.4
Ouachita 68,904 67.8 32,759 32.2
Plaquemines 16,041 71.2 6,504 28.8
Pointe Coupee 10,434 46.4 12,054 53.6
Rapides 77,345 69.5 34,006 30.5
Red River 5,232 52.4 4,746 47.6
Richland 13,255 55.6 10,569 44.4
Sabine 14,181 76.4 4,383 23.6
St. Bernard 29,761 92.5 2,425 7.5
St. Charles 15,474 72.9 5,745 27.1
St. Helena 4,076 44.5 5,086 55.5
St. James 9,315 50.7 9,054 49.3
St. John the Baptist 8,926 48.4 9,513 51.6
St. Landry 46,443 57.0 35,050 43.0
St. Martin 18,242 62.8 10,821 37.2
St. Mary 33,755 60.1 15,078 30.9
St. Tammany 28,031 72.5 10,612 27.5
Tangipahoa 39,315 66.1 20,119 33.9
Tensas 4,128 35.0 7,668 65.0
Terrebonne 48,328 79.5 12,443 20.5
Union 11,139 63.2 6,485 36.8
Vermilion 33,836 87.1 5,019 12.9
Vernon 15,858 86.7 2,443 13.3
Washington 29,107 66.1 14,908 33.9
Webster 26,006 65.5 13,695 34.5
W. Baton Rouge 7,502 50.7 7,294 49.3
West Carroll 10,998 77.6 3,179 22.4
West Feliciana 4,197 33.9 8,198 66.1
Winn 11,031 68.8 5,003 31.2
15
FIGURE 4
The five parishes with the highest percentages of non-whites were: West
Feliciana, 66 per cent; Tensas, 65 per cent; Madison, 65 per cent; West
Carroll, 61 per cent; and DeSoto, 58 per cent. As might be expected, Or-
leans contained the largest number of non-whites of any parish, 234,931,
but these represented only 37 per cent of the parish total.
Parishes with the least number of non-whites are generally found
along the Gulf Coast. The five parishes with the lowest percentages of
persons in this category were: Cameron, 6 per cent; St. Bernard, 8 per
cent; Lafourche, 12 per cent; LaSalle, 13 per cent; and Vermilion, 13 per
cent.
In years past, the non-whites of the state were overwhelmingly rural
in residence, most of them working on farms. This is no longer true. As
many as three out of five non-whites (61.7 per cent) live in urban places.
Only about a third of the non-whites remain on farms or in rural areas.
Many persons pose questions regarding the relative growth of the
white and non-white populations of the state. From 1950 to 1960, whites
in the state increased by 23 per cent. In contrast, non-whites increased by
only 18 per cent. One should be cautious in interpreting these data how-
ever. The difference is not in the birth rate but in migration patterns.
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Negroes continue to have the higher birth rate, but move out of the
state in larger relative numbers. There was actually a net out-migration
of non-whites at the same time that tlieir total numbers increased. The
difference is accounted for by births in this group. This point is amply
illustrated by the fact that, nationally, Negroes increased by 25 per cent,
some 40 per cent higher than the average national rate of population in-
crease. The increase of the Negro population in the United States as a
whole is due to reduced mortality rates coupled with a continued high
fertility rate.
As an aside, it is of interest to note that each of the southern states
had a net out-migration of non-whites. Taken together, 1.5 million more
non-whites left than came into these states. The movement of non-whites
from Mississippi alone totalled 300,000 individuals.
Age Composition
The age composition of a state's population has significance in terms
of school and welfare needs, among other things. This is true because
persons below 18 years of age and over 65 years are in the so-called de-
pendent ages, and are likely to need services and care which they cannot
provide for themselves.
The age composition of a population is closely tied to its birth rate.
In 1960, as many as two-fifths of the people of Louisiana were under 18
years of age. Some seven per cent of the state's people were at least 65
years of age. (See Figure 5 and Table 6.) When put together, these two
percentages add to an interesting fact—close to half of the people of the
state are outside of the "productive" ages. For those who have a query as
to why there are so many persons in the"dependent" ages, an answer may
be found in two developments. First, the birth rate within the state
remains quite high. In 1960, there were 562 children under five years
of age for every 1,000 women 15 to 49 years old. In the United States as
a whole there were only 488 children under five for every 1,000 women
15 to 49 years of age. The second development is increasing longevity.
The average life expectancy of inhabitants of the nation has risen con-
siderably within recent years, reaching an all-time high of 69.7 years in
1959.1
In 1960, the median age of the people of the state was 25.3 years. This
means that exactly half of the people were less than this age and half
over. By way of comparison, the median age of the United States popula-
tion was 29.5 years. The state thus had a relatively young population. The
median age of males in Louisiana was lower—24.4 years—as compared
with that of females—26.2 years. In the nation, white females have a life
expectancy of 73.9 years at birth, as compared with 67.3 years for white
males. Negro females have a life expectancy of 66.2 years as compared
with 60.9 years for Negro males.
-
^Statistical Bulletin, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., Volume 42, August, 1961, p. 6.
mid, p. 7.
17
DEPT. OF RURAL SOCIOLOGY
LW. LOUISIANA STATE UNIVEB5ITY
FIGURE 5
TABLE 6.—Population Distribution According to Selected Age-Groups, Louisiana,
by Parishes, 1960
Parish Total Per cent Per cent Per cent Median
popidation under 18 18 to 64 65 years age
years years and over
Louisiana 3,257,022 40.4 52.2 7.4 25.3
Acadia 49,931 41.9 51.0 7.2 24.3
Allen 19,867 42.5 49.2 8.3 24.3
Ascension 27,927 44.8 47.5 7.8 21.9
Assumption 17,991 44.8 46.5 8.7 21.8
Avoyelles 37,606 41.7 48.9 9.4 25.8
Beauregard 19,919 39.5 50.2 10.3 26.6
Bienville 16,726 38.3 49.0 12.7 29.7
Bossier 57,622 42.0 53.2 4.8 22.7
Caddo 223,859 38.6 53.3 8.1 27.4
Calcasieu 145,475 42.0 53.5 4.6 23.2
Caldwell 9,004 40.9 46.9 12.2 27.9
Cameron 6,909 40.1 53.9 6.0 25.6
Catahoula 11,421 43.5 47.1 9.4 23.7




Parish Total Per cent Per cent Per cent Media
population under lo lo to o4 65 years age
years years and over
Concordia 20,467 45.0 47.5 7.5 22.5
De Soto 24,248 41.3 46.4 12.3 26.4
E. Baton Rouge 230,058 40.2 54.6 5.2 23.8
East Carroll 14,433 46.7 43.1 10.1 20.8
East Feliciana 20,198 31.5 56.6 11.9 34.9
Evangeline 31,639 42.3 50.7 7.0 24.5
Franklin 26,088 44.7 46.2 9.1 22.6
Grant 13,330 39.3 48.2 12.4 29.3
Iberia 51,657 43.0 50.3 6.7 23.3
Iberville 29,939 43.2 48.0 8.9 23.5
Jackson 15,828 38.0 51.9 10.0 28.8
Jefferson 208,769 42.7 53.3 4.0 24.9
Jefferson Davis 29,825 43.3 49.5 7.2 23.7
Lafayette 84,656 41.2 53.7 5.1 23.1
Lafourche 55,381 43.6 50.8 5.6 22.5
La Salle 13,011 37.7 52.6 9.7 29.7
Lincoln 28,535 33.0 58.3 8.6 23.1
Livingston 26,974 43.6 49.6 6.7 23.0
Madison 16,444 44.7 45.1 10.2 23.2
Morehouse 33,709 44.5 47.2 8.3 23.0
Natchitoches 35,653 39.9 50.0 10.1 23.3
Orleans 627,525 34.9 56.5 8.6 30.2
Ouachita 101,663 40.1 52.4 7.6 25.5
Plaquemines 22,545
.
44.8 51.1 4.1 21.7
Pointe Coupee 22,488 45.4 45.6 9.0 21.5
Rapides 111,351 39.3 52.7 7.9 25.9
Red River 9,978 41.2 47.3 11.5 26.8
Richland 23,824 44.9 46.4 8.6 22.4
Sabine 18,564 40.1 48.1 11.8 28.2
St. Bernard 32,186 44.5 52.0 3.5 23.6
St. Charles 21,219 45.9 48.8 5.3 21.5
St. Helena 9,162 47.1 44.1 8.8 19.9
St. James 18,369 47.4 44.7 8.0 19.8
St. John the Baptist 18,439 45.4 47.7 6.9 21.4
St. Landry 81,493 45.8 47.9 6.3 20.9
St. Martin 29,063 45.6 47.8 6.6 20.9
St. Mary 48,833 44.2 49.4 6.3 22.2
St. Tammany 38,643 41.8 50.0 8.2 25.1
Tangipahoa 59,434 41.7 50.1 8.2 23.9
Tensas 11,796 47.4 42.3 10.2 20.2
Terrebonne 60,771 46.5 48.6 4.9 20.4
Union 17,624 39.5 48.9 11.6 28.2
Vermilion 38,855 39.2 52.8 8.0 27.1
Vernon 18,301 39.1 49.5 11.3 29.5
Washington 44,015 42.7 49.5 7.8 24.4
Webster 39,701 39.0 52.1 8.9 27.6
W. Baton Rouge 14,796 45.5 47.1 7.4 21.5
West Carroll 14,177 43.3 46.9 9.8 24.9
West Feliciana 12,395 35.3 58.6 6.1 26.1
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FIGURE 6
The percentage of the population in the various age groups may be
seen in the population pyramid identified as Figure 6. Comparison of
the change in age distribution from 1950 to 1960 clearly shows that the
birth rate has increased within recent years. This is also evidenced by
the fact that the median age of the population of the state was 26.7 in
1950, some 1.4 years higher than in 1960.
Residence Composition
Just 20 years ago, Louisiana was basically a rural state. In 1940, three
out of every five inhabitants of the state lived outside urban places. To-
day, 1960, the situation is reversed. Over three-fifths (63.3 per cent) ol
the people in the state live in cities, towns, or urbanized areas. The
remainder, just over one-third, are classed as rural in residence.
Traditionally, Louisiana, along with the rest of the southern states,
has been much more rural than the United States as a whole. This pic-
ture is rapidly changing, although Louisiana is still less urban than
the nation. The 1960 Census reported 70 per cent of the people of
the United States as living in urban places. In this context, it is enlighten-
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FIGURE 7
ing to note that in 39 o£ the 50 states the urban population comprised
more than one-half of the total state population.
With the exception of the District of Columbia, which was completely
urban, New Jersey was the most urban state in 1960. Nine out of ten
of its inhabitants lived in towns, cities, or urbanized areas. North Da-
kota was the most rural of the 50 states, with almost two of every three
of its inhabitants living outside of urban locations. In only 1 1 states were
there more rural than urban inhabitants, and tv/o of these bordered Lou-
isiana. Both Mississippi and Arkansas were classed as predominantly rural
states, with only two-fifths of their people reported as urban dwellers.
In Louisiana, as may be seen in Figure 7, the most urban parishes
were those where the major cities are located. Exclusive of Orleans, which
is 100 per cent urban, these were: Jefferson, 94 per cent urban; East
Baton Rouge, 85 per cent urban; Caddo, 81 per cent urban; Ouachita, 79
per cent urban; and Calcasieu, 74 per cent urban. By contrast, the state
included 12 parishes without a single urban resident, although some
persons in these parishes lived in places of less than 2,500 people. These
parishes were Assumption, Caldwell, Cameron, Catahoula, East Feliciana,
21
TABLE 7.—Population Distribution According
Louisiana, by Parishes, 1960
to Residence,
Parish Urban Rural
Number Per cent Number Per cent
Louisiana 2,060,606 63.3 1,196,416 36.7
Acadia 27,857 55.8 22,074 44.2
Allen 6,618 33.3 13,249 66.7
Ascension 9,334 33.4 18,593 66.6
Assumption 17,991 100.0
Avoyelles 9,445 25.1 28,161 74.9
Beauregard 7,188 37.5 12,003 62.5
Bienville 2,547 15.2 14,179 84.8
Bossier 38,005 66.0 19,617 34.0
Caddo 180,903 80.8 42,956 19.2




Claiborne 7,696 39.7 11,711 61.3
Concordia 8,876 43.4 11,591 56.6
De Soto 5,839 24.1 18,409 75.9
E. Baton Rouge 195,780 85.1 34,278 14.9
East Carroll 5,781 40.1 8,652 59.9
East Feliciana 20,198 100.0 I
Evangeline 10,440 33.0 21,199 64.0
Franklin 4,437 17.0 21,651 83.0
i
Grant 13,330 100.0
Iberia 34,630 67.0 17,027 33.0 ;
Iberville 7,689 25.7 22,250 74.3
Jackson 3,848 24.3 11,980 75.7
Jefferson 196,458 94.1 12,311 5.9
Jefferson Davis 18,760 62.9 11,065 37.1
Lafayette 47,082 55.6 37,574 44.4
Lafourche 22,962 41.5 32,419 58.5
La Salle 13,011 100.0
Lincoln 17,135 60.0 11,400 40.1
Livingston 5,991 22.2 20,983 77.8
Madison 9,413 57.2 7,031 42.8
Morehouse 15,193 45.1 18,516 54.9
Natchitoches 13,924 39.1 21,729 60.9
Orleans 627,525 100.0
Ouachita 80,546 79.2 21,117 20.8
Plaquemines 7,776 34.5 14,769 65.5
Pointe Coupee 3,965 17.6 18,523 82.4
Rapides 58,532 52.6 52,819 47.4
Red River 9,978 100.0
Richland 6,566 27.6 17,258 72.4
Sabine 3,164 17.0 15,400 83.0
St. Bernard 21,254 66.0 10,932 34.0
St. Charles 4,682 22.1 16,537 77.9
St. Helena 9,162 100.0





dumber Per cent Number Per cent
St. John the Baptist 8,838 47.9 9,601 52.1
St. Landry 28,743 35.3 52,750 64.7
St. Martin 9,771 33.6 19,292 66.4
St. Mary 29,016 59.4 19,817 40.6
St. Tammany 13,110 33.9 25,533 66.1
Tangipahoa 21,213 35.7 38,221 64.3
Tensas 11,796 100.0
Terrebonne 31,640 52.1 29,131 47.9
Union 2,727 15.5 14,897 84.5
Vermilion 15,681 40.4 23,174 59.6
Vernon 4,689 25.6 13,612 74.4
Washington 24,564 55.8 19,451 44.2
^Vebster 19,222 48.4 20,479 51.6
W. Baton Rouge 5,796 39.2 9,000 60.8
"W'est Carroll 14,177 100.0
^Vest Feliciana 12,395 100.0
Winn 7,022 43.8 9,012 56.2
Grant, LaSalle, Red River, St. Helena, Tensas, West Carroll, and ^Vest
Feliciana.
In 46 parishes, at least half of the population was classified as rural.
(See Table 7.)
Selected General Social and Economic
Characteristics of the Population
Educational Attainment
Citizens of Louisiana have long had to face the fact that the educa-
tional status of the state's population was comparatively low. It is thus
encouraging to discover that the median number of school years com-
pleted by the adult population of the state (persons 25 years of age and
over) jumped from 7.7 years in 1950 to 8.8 years in 1960. Should this
rate of increase continue, the state will show^ well among the 50 states
in the decades ahead.
The median number of years of schooling completed by adult Louisi-
anians (25 years of age and over) in the various population classes in
the state are as follows:
Residence classes: urban, 9.8; rural, 7.5 (rural non-farm, 7.6; rural
farm, 6.8)
.
Color classes: white, 10.5; non-white, 6.0.
Sex classes: males, 8.6; females, 9.0.
Approximately one-fourth of all Louisianians, 868,969 children and
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adults, were enrolled in some kind of educational institution in 1960. Of
those persons 5 to 24 years of age, 71.0 per cent were enrolled in school.
This represents a jump of almost 10 percentage points in 10 years.
The percentage of the state's adult population with no schooling at
all dropped from 12.9 per cent in 1940 and 9.4 per cent in 1950 to 6.6
per cent in 1960. At the same time the percentage of college graduates
jumped from 3.5 per cent in 1940 and 4.8 per cent in 1950 to 6.7 per
cent in 1960. As many as 18.9 per cent of all persons 25 years old and
over had completed four years of high school.
The highest levels of education continue to be in the urban or urban
influenced parishes of the state. East Baton Rouge Parish leads all others
in this respect, with adults residing in the parish having completed a me-
dian of 11.9 years of schooling. South Louisiana parishes continue to
show lower levels of educational attainment, with Mississippi Delta par-
ishes not far behind. (See Figure 8.)
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Income Level
The median income of the 771,252 families counted in the state in
1960 was $4,272 for the preceding year, 1959. This amount is almost
double the median income of Louisiana families in 1949, some S2,140,
and testifies to the social and economic progress of the state. Individuals
! 14 years of age and over in 1960 with income earned a median income
of $1,967 in 1959. The median income for this group was only $1,259 in
11949. Median incomes for the individuals 14 years and over making up
the various classes of the population were as follows in 1959:
Residence classes: urban, $2,289; rural, $1,368 (rural non-farm,
$1,455; rural farm, $1,019).
Color classes: whites, S2,799; non-whites, $1,001.
I
Sex classes: males, $3,042; females, $948.
Table 8 shows the median income of families by parish. Families in
parishes bordering Orleans Parish and in the other urban parishes
generally reported higher incomes.
Fertility Rates
Birth rates are all-important in terms of the growth of a population.
The fertility ratio (number of children ever born per 1,000 women 15 to
44 years old) is one of the best measures of births. In 1960 the fertility
ratio for the state was 2,032. This ratio is significantly higher than the
fertility ratio of 1,618 registered in 1950. The acceleration of births in
the state in the last 20 years becomes apparent when one notes that the
fertility ratio in 1940 was only 1,478. The segments of the population
with the highest birth rates are evident in the comparisons of fertility
ratios below:
Residence classes: urban, 1,865; rural, 2,365 (rural non-farm, 2,334;
rural farm, 2,508) .
Color classes: white, 1,881; non-white, 2,377.
Table 8 shows the fertility ratio of each parish in the state. Study of
this table indicates that the higher birth rates are found in rural
parishes generally and in certain south Louisiana parishes. Parishes with
low birth rates are more likely to be urban in character.
Employment Status
The state included some 2,164,411 persons 14 years old and over in
1960. Of this number just over one-half (50.5 per cent) were in the
labor force. The data collected indicate that 72.9 per cent of the 1,037,354
males 14 years old and over were in the labor force and that 29.8 per cent
of the 1,127,057 females in this age group were working or available for
work outside their homes. It is of interest that 54.7 per cent of the women
in the labor force are married and 18.2 per cent have children under six
years of age.
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TAKLE 8.—Population Distribution According to Education, Family Income, and










































































































Median school Median annual
Parish years completed income of Cumulative
fertility rate*
years old and over (^jjoiiars^
St. James 7.3 3,659 2,538
St. John the Baptist 7.0 4,079 2,284
St. Landry 5.9 2,480 2,415
St. Martin 5.2 2,518 2,359
St. Mary 7.8 4,686 2,272
St. Tammany 8.8 3,868 2,182
Tangipahoa 8.0 2,917 2,188
Tensas 6.1 1,683 2,560
Terrebonne 7.4 4,831 2,387
Union 8.3 2,890 2,218
Vermilion 6.2 3,354 2,140
Vernon 8.3 2,788 2,298
Washington 8.7 3,924 2,291
Webster y.o 4,055 2,023
West Baton Rouge 7.5 4,037 2,288
West Carroll 8.1 2,155 2,619
West Feliciana 7.2 2,459 2,472
Winn 8.0 2,777 2,203
*Children ever born per 1,000 women 15 to 44 years old of all marital classes.
Summary and Implications of Population Changes
) The recent changes in the population of the state are summarized
briefly below. The implications which these trends have for the future
of the state are not always readily seen. However, certain ramifications
are so obvious as to make clear the nature of problems to be faced.
1. The total population of the state is increasing at a relatively rapid
rate. However, the rate is not the same for all regions. This phenomenon
has at least two important implications for planners. First, the state must
anticipate the services which an expanding population will need and
demand. The exact nature of these services is more apparent when one
studies the composition and specific characteristics of the population.
Secondly, the state cannot but be destined for an increasingly important
role in regional and national affairs. This prospect presents a great chal-
lenge to present and future state leaders.
When contemplating the population growth of the state, one must
pay especial heed to varying trends within the state proper. Thinking of
the state as a whole, one may speak of expanding industry, school systems,
etc. However, in certain areas of the state, as previously pointed out, the
problem is one of adjusting to a decreasing population. Problems relat-
ed to empty schools, low income, and poorly supported churches and
other social institutions will need careful study and attention in sub-
stantial areas of the state.
2. The rapid growth of the population has taken place in the urban
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areas of the state, while the rural population has generally declined. Why
this is true is rather obvious, but the implications for the future of the
state may not be as easy to see. The technological revolution which has
characterized agriculture within recent years has meant that fewer hands
are needed in the fields. At the same time, a steady trend toward indus-
trialization has provided opportunity for an increasing number of work-|
es in the city.
Perhaps the most important implication of this trend is in terms of
the future voting behavior of the populace. Studies through the years
have clearly shown that urban and rural peoples vote somewhat dif-
ferently on certain issues. One can also expect a gradual change in the
prevailing attitudes, values, and goals of people as urbanization con-
tinues. State services and facilities will also have to be increasingly orient-
ed toward the needs of an urban populace.
3. The state continues to have one of the largest non-white popula-
tions of any state, although this population has not increased as fast
as the white population in the last decade. Non-whites continue to have
a high birth rate, but have a net migration out of the state. The fact that
Negroes are moving from farms to cities will probably mean the taking on
of a more urban character by this racial group.
4. The population of the state continues to be increasingly domi-
nated by females. This finding leads to all kinds of speculations, but one
development may be clearly anticipated. Women will assume an in-
creasingly important place in the political and business affairs of the
state.
5. The people of the state are relatively young, compared to those of
the nation as a whole. This fact is accounted for principally by the high
birth rate which persists in the state. The high ratio of children to adults
means a high per capita cost for persons in the productive ages for educa-
tion and other services. However, it also means that the state's population
is a young and vigorous one.
6. The educational and income levels of the state have risen in the
past 10 years but remain relatively low, when compared to those of the
other states of the nation.
7. The birth rates within the state are relatively high and continue
to increase.
In conclusion, the 1960 Decennial Census has shown that the popula-
tion of the state is adjusting to the urban-industrial revolution which
has been taking place within its borders for some time. Along with its
blessings and anticipated consequences, this revolution has brought
many unanticipated consequences and generated serious problems and
challenges. The future of the state will depend on how quickly and
effectively social adjustments to these changing conditions can be worked
out.
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